
A creative guide to inspire your pupils to Show The Love 

for all they want to protect from climate change

S H O W   T H E   L O V E   T E A C H E R ‘ S   G U I D E

#ShowTheLove
showthelove.org.uk



S H O W   T H E
L O V E

The climate is changing, and with it so many of the things we love 

— from our back gardens to local woodlands, from football pitches 

to beaches, from farms to fields. It can be seen in increased 

flooding, summer heatwaves, and dwindling bee populations. It is 

changing the seasons, upsetting crops and flowers, disturbing the 

journeys of migrating birds, and contributing to extreme weather 

events around the world that are wreaking havoc on people’s 

hopes and lives.

But we believe in a future shaped by hope rather than fear, and 

that hope is built on a story that you and your pupils are 

paramount in shaping. The next generation of climate leaders are 

sitting in your classrooms at this very moment, and together we 

can all create something incredible: a future created by them, for 

them. A future that will help protect them from the worst effects of 

climate change.

This Valentine’s Day, green hearts will pop up across the country as 

part of our fifth annual Show The Love campaign, igniting 

conversations about climate change and reflecting the belief in a 

cleaner future and the power of millions who are helping to make 

it a reality. At the heart of these conversations will be something 

that so many of us hold near and dear: the foods we love and how 

they — and those who grow them — are being affected by the 

changing climate. We all have an important part to play in creating 

a cleaner future, and we can begin today by taking on personal 

challenges to reduce our footprints through making better, cleaner 

food choices and sharing our challenges with MPs to show them 

just how many of us care.

From teaching your class about the impacts of climate change on 

the everyday things we love and encouraging them to notice 

changes in the environment around them, to getting creative and 

crafting beautiful green hearts and bunting, there are countless 

ways for your school to get involved.

A future where the UK no longer contributes to climate change is 

well within reach: together let’s make it happen. 



Liam Gallagher, Anna Friel, 

Jeremy Irons, Michael 

Morpurgo, Maxine Peake, 

Elbow and more of our 

favourite celebrities 

and artists worked 

together with Rankin 

and Ridley Scott 

Associates to bring 

short films about 

climate change to 

millions of viewers

O V E R   T H E   P A S T   F O U R   Y E A R S . . .

Theresa May 

nominated her 

local school 

for a Green 

Heart Hero 

Award for all 

their incredible 

work to become 

more sustainable, 

showing that the people 

that have the power to 

make change really do 

notice the work that 

our schools do to tackle 

climate change

Manchester 

United Foundation 

taught the next 

generation of 

climate change 

campaigners how to 

start their own 

campaign, with the 

winning school receiving 

£500 to help kick start the 

change they wanted to see

BBC documentary 

presenter and creator, 

Bruce Parry, launched a call 

for children across the 

country to record the 

changes they saw in the 

environment around them 

in order to help scientists keep 

track of seasonal shifts

Surfers floated a heart on the 

sea of St Ives, the BT Tower 

turned green, and the British 

Mountaineering Council 

mounted green flags on the 

peak of Ben Nevis

O V E R   T H E   P A S T   F O U R   Y E A R S . . .





A C T I V I T Y   O U T L I N E S

Young people are vital to protecting our planet, both now and in the 

future.  The activities in this resource offer engaging ways to help 

you build your pupil’s understanding of climate change and its 

effects on the world around us, and show them how they can play 

an important role in creating a future where the UK no longer 

contributes to climate change. 

This pack has been created for KS1, KS2, and KS3 pupils.

Pupils will learn about the different (and maybe even surprising!) parts of plants that end up 

on our plates, and explore how climate change is affecting them.  They will also learn about 

and apply the different ways they can help  protect their favourite foods from climate change.

Curriculum links: Design and Technology, Science: Key Stage 2

A C T I V I T Y   1 :   S H O W   T H E   L O V E   F  O R   FO O D — K S 2

A C T I V I T Y   2 :   G E T   C R E A T I V E ! — K S 1   A N D   K S 2

Crafting green hearts is a great way to get your pupils of all ages talking about how climate 

change is affecting the people, places and things they love, and exploring practical ways they 

can help tackle it. 

Curriculum links: Art and Design, Design Technology: Key Stage 1

A C T I V I T Y   3 :   G O   B U N T I N G   C R A Z Y — K S 1 ,  K S 2 ,  K S 3

Take part in our bunting competition to share all the actions you’ll be taking to help tackle 

climate change. There are some exciting prizes to be won!

Curriculum links: Art and Design; Design Technology, Science: Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 and

Key Stage 3
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In this activity, your pupils will learn about the 

different parts of plants that end up on their 

plates and explore the impact climate change is 

having on them.

Learn about food that comes from plants

Develop a sense that we can all make a difference in the world

Raise awareness of the impact of climate change on the foods we love

Design and Technology

Science: Key Stage 2

L E A R N I N G   O B J E C T I V E S

C U R R I C U L U M   L I N K S
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  G E T   G O
 I N G 

Bring a large basket of food to class and invite 

your pupils to identify what parts of plants they are 

— flower, stem, root, leaves, fruit, seed, bark

(cinnamon), tree sap (maple syrup)

Discuss what plants need to grow (air, water, 

sunshine and nutrients from the soil)

Use the the cocoa bean as an example to widen 

the discussion to the impact of climate change on 

growing food (more extreme weather events,

increased droughts and floods, rising sea levels)

Show pupils the film ‘Love Your Home’, available 

at theclim
atecoal

ition.or
g/schoo

ls, to inspire 

them to think about the small changes they can 

make to the food they eat to help protect our world

Give each pupil a heart outline, and ask them to 

write on it a food they love and one way  they will

help reduce their impact on the environment

through their own food choices. Once you’re done, 

why not display them in your school to help 

educate and inspire others? 

                                                                     W H A T   Y O U   N E E D
A selection of food from different 
parts of plants (eg. broccoli, asparagus, 

carrots, lettuce, apple, rice, almonds, 
kidney beans,cinnamon, maple syrup)The film ‘Love Your Home’, available 

at theclimatecoalition.org/schools, 
and information about the Show 
The Love campaign

Challenge resource sheet, available
in this pack and for download from
theclimatecoalition.org/schools



Chocolate is made from the seeds of the cocoa tree, 

which grows in warm, humid, tropical countries.  

More than half of the world’s cocoa is grown on small 

farms in Ghana and Ivory Coast in Africa. 

 As temperatures rise, these countries are

 experiencing more prolonged droughts which in 

turn are making it too hot and dry for farmers to grow 

cocoa trees. This means less chocolate for us, and less 

income for the farmers.

W H A T ‘S   C L I M A T E   
C H A N G E   G O T   T O   D O   
W I T H   C H O C O L A T E ?



To Show The Love for                                      ,

I challenge myself to                                        .

To Show The Love for                                      ,

I challenge myself to                                        .
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“I love animals, especially 

butterflies. To Show The 

Love for butterflies, I 

challenge myself to start 

walking to school.”

“I love
 cookin

g with my 

family. To 
Show The Lo

ve 

for foo
d, I ch

allenge
 myself 

to make th
e right

 portio
ns 

at hom
e so no

thing 

goes t
o waste”



Develop a sense that we can all make a difference in the world

Raise awareness of the impact of climate change on the foods we love

Start conversations about climate change and how it is affecting the life we love

G E T   C R E A T I V E

Art and Design

Design Technology: Key Stage 2

L E A R N I N G   O B J E C T I V E S

C U R R I C U L U M   L I N K S

hour

Get creative on climate change! Having your pupils craft a green 

heart is a great way to get them talking about how climate change 

is affecting the people, places and things they love. There are so 

many ways their green hearts can help start conversations about 

climate change with their friends and family — attach a pin to the 

back and have them wear their hearts with pride, hang them from 

a tree, or make a display in your school. No matter how you choose 

to show them off, share it with us on social media using the 

hashtag #ShowTheLove so we can see and share your hearts with 

the world! 
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Grow a heart of cress

Create a heart mobile and display the personal challenges 

you are taking

Create a healthy heart-shaped pizza, adding something green

Create green heart badges and send them to your school’s local MP

Design and decorate a menu on a heart shaped plate that is healthy for 

your class and for the planet

Design a heart shaped logo to remind others of an action they can take 

to show the love for the life we love. Why not hold an assembly to 

introduce it to the school and then place it in the school as a reminder to 

everyone?

Pointillism produce—painting with dots! You can use the end of a pencil, 

a paper art straw, the end of a paint brush or a wooden stick. Have your 

pupils create a design of a food they love and want to protect from 

climate change, and display it in a green heart shaped frame.
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I D E A S   A N D   I N S P I R A T I O N

Share your creations on social media by using the hashtag#ShowTheLove



hour
Develop a sense that we can all make a difference in the world

Explore some of the positive changes that can be made to help protect the 

things we love from climate change

Encourage creativity

G O   B U N T I N G   C R A Z Y

Art and Design

Design Technology

Science: Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3

L E A R N I N G   O B J E C T I V E S

C U R R I C U L U M   L I N K S

Get ready, get set, bunt! We’re running a special schools’ 

competition to find the best green heart bunting in the country, 

which will be displayed at our Green Heart Hero Awards in 

Westminster, on March 11th 2019.

 

Think your class has what it takes? Gather your supplies and get 

busy crafting a bunting full of green hearts and enter it into our 

competition!
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A collection of old magazines, newspapers, brochures, and online 

images

Access to the Internet

One statement template per pupil, available in this pack or to 

download from theclimatecoalition.org/schools 

The film, ‘Love Your Home’, available at theclimatecoalition.org/schools

W H A T   Y O U   N E E D
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Ask your pupils to think about something special that they hold dear. For example 

this could be: 

W H A T   T O   D O

A favourite place, habitat or landscape: Do they love the beach, 

spend hours in their local park, or have a favourite place they’ve 

been to on holiday?

A favourite thing in nature: Do they have a special tree in the 

garden, love the changes of the seasons, or have a favourite 

animal?

Something they love doing: Are they crazy about riding their 

bike, do they love playing football, camping or making a den, 

growing their own fruit or vegetables or taking their dog for a 

walk?

A favourite food:  Do they adore chocolate, enjoy eating fruit or  

vegetables, or love eating pizza?

Invite pupils to look through the collection of magazines, newspapers and 

brochures, and online images, to find images that represent their special thing.

Show the film ‘Love Your Home.’ This film is a great way to ask them what they 

know about climate change or, if you’ve recently completed an activity in this 

pack, revisit what they’ve learned.  Explain that while we should be concerned 

about climate change, there are many positive things that we can all do to help 

protect the things we love

Use the ideas on the next page as a way to discuss with your class some of the 

ways we can help protect the life we love from climate change.

S T E P   1 :   P R E P A R A T I O N



Talk to your class about how 

to spot recycled, FSC or 

Fairtrade products. 

Encourage your pupils to 

walk, cycle or use public 

transport.

Ask your pupils to think about the 

amount of electricity and water they 

use at home, and how they and their 

family might be able to reduce it.

Talk about how to eat more 

fresh, local, organic, seasonal 

produce.

Have your pupils talk to their 

parents about switching the 

lightbulbs in their house to 

energy efficient ones, or 

exploring electricity and gas 

suppliers who use renewable 

sources. 

Plant a tree in your 

school, garden or 

community

Have your pupils talk to their 

friends and family about 

climate change



To Show The Love for...

I challenge myself to...

Use the Show The Love statement template below or download from 

theclimatecoalition.org/schools, give one to each pupil, and read out the examples 

below. Have them use the statements as inspiration to create their own: 

“I love going strawberry picking in the summer, and eating them for my 

tea. To Show The Love for strawberries, I challenge myself to only eat 

strawberries in season.”

“I love climbing trees because you can see everything for miles around. To 

Show The Love for trees, I challenge myself to grow a tree in our school 

garden.”

“I love animals, especially butterflies and like to see them fluttering around 

my garden. To Show The Love for butterflies, I challenge myself to start 

walking or cycling to school.”

“I love cooking with my family and trying new things to eat, although I don’t 

like the clearing up much afterwards!  To Show The Love for food, I 

challenge myself to make the right portions at home so nothing has to go 

to waste”
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W H A T   T O   D O

Bunting template, available to download from
theclimatecoalition.org/schools

Old/recycled fabric

Scissors and string

Items to personalise bunting, such as fabric pens, 
paints, buttons, fabric strips, eco-glitter and 
eco-friendly glue

Show The Love stencil for your fabric, available to 
download from theclimatecoalition.org/schools

Ask your pupils to create a unique bunting design, 
taking inspiration from their Show The Love 
statements and using the materials provided.

Once each student has created their piece of 
bunting, use them to create one long string of 
bunting with the name of your school at either end.  
Display this as part of your Show The Love 
celebrations, or enter it into the bunting 
competition!

If you would like to enter the bunting 
competition, complete the 
entry form, available at
theclimatecoalition.org/schools, 
and mail it to us at the address
below or online.

S T E P   2 :   M A K E   Y O U R   B U N T I N G

W H A T   Y O U   N E E D
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The Climate CoalitionRomero House
55 Westminster Bridge RoadLondonSE1 7JB



C O M P E T I T I O N   D E T A I L S

Age categories: 5-7 (KS1), 7-11 (KS2), 11-14 (KS3)

Competition closes at 5pm, Monday 18th February 2019

The winning school in each age category will win £300 and 2 pupil 

representatives and 2 teachers from the 3 winning schools will be 

invited to attend the Green Heart Hero Awards at Westminster on 

Monday 11th March, 2019.  The 2 runner up schools for each age 

category will win 2 books and seeds for their school.

Your green heart bunting submission can be made online at 

theclimatecoalition.org/schools or by post to the following address. 

When sending by post, please be sure to include a copy of the 

completed entry form, available from theclimatecoalition.org/schools, 

which must include the school name, age of pupils, school address and 

teacher contact details.

 Mark Robinson

 The Climate Coalition

 Romero House

 55 Westminster Bridge Road

 London

 SE1 7JB

Competition Terms and Conditions are available at 

theclimatecoalition.org/schools

We regret that we are unable to return the bunting to your school 

following the competition.

As part of Show The Love, we’re running a schools’ competition to find the 

best green heart bunting in the country! Enter for a chance to have your 

bunting displayed at our Green Heart Hero Awards in Westminster.



CAFOD

Resources available on climate change and energy, including animations, videos, 

reflections and liturgies that celebrate the stories of worldwide communities and 

examine the challenges of climate change. Find out more at cafod.org.uk/schools  

Christian Aid

Crazy Climate resources help pupils aged 7-11 explore who is most affected by climate 

change and how they can respond. Your school can also get involved in the Global 
Neighbours school accreditation scheme. Find out more at christianaid.org.uk/schools

Farms for City Children

Provide residentials on rural, working farms, for children from urban areas. For more 
information, contact nicole@farmsforcitychildren.org or visit farmsforcitychildren.org

Oxfam

A range of climate change resources are available for ages 7-14, focussing on how 

communities around the world are affected by climate change. Activities link to a 

number of curricular areas including science, English and geography. Find out more 
at oxfam.org.uk/education

RSPB

Wild Challenge is a free award scheme that schools can take part in, prompting 

children to connect with and learn about nature through a series of fun activities. 

Find out more at rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-families/family-wild-challenge

The Fairtrade Foundation

Films and lesson plans are available for both primary and secondary school pupils’, 

focussing on the impact climate change is having on farmers and how Fairtrade is 

helping to tackle some of the effects. Find out more at schools.fairtrade.org.uk

The Woodland Trust

The Green Tree Schools Award offers curriculum-linked resources for KS2 and KS3 

pupils. Schools can access free packs to plant trees and hedgerows in their 

community, and pupils and parents alike can sign the Tree Charter to help bring its 

ten principles to life. Find out more at woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/schools

Wicked Weather Watch

A host of KS1 and KS2 curriculum linked resources are available, focussing on the 

Arctic, the Poles, climate change and sustainability. Find out more at 
wickedweatherwatch.org.uk

WWF

Resources available include Shaping our Future for ages 7-14 to help challenge and 

inspire young people to tackle climate change, while the Ends of the Earth resource 

helps children explore the Poles. You can also find out how your school can take part in 

Earth Hour 2019 on 30th March 2019. Find out more at wwf.org.uk/schools

A D D I T I O N A L   R E S O U R C E S



W A N T   T O   D O   E V E N   M O R E ?

Show The Love with trees! Email us at 

campaigns@theclimatecoalition.org to 

receive a free tree pack to help you host a tree 

planting session during the Show The Love 

campaign. This is a great way to show your 

pupils how they can tackle climate change 

without even leaving the school grounds.

No matter how you’re showing the love, we 

want to hear all about it! Snap a photo of how 

your class is taking part, and share it with us 

at campaigns@theclimatecoalition.org or 

post it to social media using the hashtag 

#ShowTheLove.

Wear your heart on your sleeve this Valentine’s 

Day! Order free green heart stickers for your 

pupils and start conversations about climate 

change beyond your classroom. Visit

 theclimatecoalition.org/schools to order. 



Beautiful things are possible. Clean energy gives us the power 

and security we need to protect the world we love from climate 

change. The love is strong. The changes and investment needed 

to protect our world have begun; we can be powered by clean 

and secure energy within a generation. We can have new jobs 

and new industries. We have the power to choose. Show the love 

for the people, places, and life you want to protect.

The Climate Coalition is the UK’s largest group of people dedicat-

ed to action on climate change. We work together to limit its 

impact on the people, places and life we love at home in the UK 

and around the world, including the world’s poorest countries. 

Along with our sister organisations Stop Climate Chaos Wales 

and Scotland, we are over 15 million people from all parts of the 

UK.

Special thanks to the Schools and Youth Team at WWF for their 

help in creating this guide.

For any questions, please email 

campaigns@theclimatecoalition or call us at 020 7870 2213

showthelove.org.uk


