
 FAQS	

 

 

 

      

In a nutshell    Brain      Heart  

Why is there a new 
Climate Change Bill for 
Scotland and what is it 
for? 

The Scottish Government has proposed 
a new Scottish Climate Change Bill to 
reset the long-term greenhouse gas 
emissions (ghg) reduction targets for 
Scotland. The Government wants to do 
this to contribute to the Paris 
Agreement aim of keeping the world 
well below 2C of warming and to aim 
for 1.5C.  
 
A new Climate Change Bill is 
Scotland’s chance to show that it will be 
at the forefront of combating climate 
change, championing innovation and 
care about this planet, the population 
that live on it and the rich biodiversity 
we share it with.   
 

The Scottish Government has proposed a new 
Scottish Climate Change Bill to reset the long-
term greenhouse gas emissions (ghg) 
reduction targets for Scotland. Government 
wants to do this to contribute to the Paris 
Agreement aim of keeping the world well 
below 2C of warming and to aim for 1.5C.  
 
A Bill in Parliament is also an opportunity to set 
ambitious action to move Scotland towards a 
zero carbon future. SCCS is asking for the Bill 
to include strong new policy action as well as 
new targets.   

Climate change, and the associated 
consequences of it, is probably one of the biggest 
challenges facing humanity today. Its impact is felt 
across the world, from the famines of Africa, to the 
droughts around the Pacific and to the endless 
rains and flooding that are becoming more 
common here in the Britain Isles. 
 
A new Climate Change Bill is our chance to do 
something about it. To show, once again, that 
Scotland leads the world in science and 
technology. To show that Scotland can and will be 
at the front of the energy revolution and the move 
away from fossil fuels. But more than anything 
else, this is our chance to show that the people of 
Scotland care about this planet, the population 
that live on it and the rich biodiversity we share it 
with.   
 

What should the new 
targets be? 

In order to keep the planet, its people 
and wildlife safe, SCCS believes that 
Scotland’s target must be for zero ghgs 
by 2050 at the latest. We also want to 
see a more ambitious 77% reduction by 
2030 target.  
 

Government has proposed a target for a 90% 
reduction in ghgs by 2050, based on the 
baseline emissions in 1990. We believe this is 
not ambitious enough if we are to contribute to 
the world’s efforts to limit climate change to a 
1.5C rise in temperature.  
 
SCCS believes that Scotland’s target must be 
for zero ghgs by 2050 at the latest. We also 

The Scottish Government wants to change our 
emissions targets but at SCCS we don’t think that 
what they propose is enough. We believe that to 
keep the planet, its people and wildlife safe, we 
need to stop creating ghg emissions by 2050 in 
Scotland.  



want to see a more ambitious 77% reduction 
by 2030 target.  
 
Government has taken advice from 
independent advisors on the new targets. They 
based their 90% recommendation on what 
they think can be achieved in Scotland rather 
than what is needed to get to 1.5C. Previous 
experience shows that we can meet 
challenging targets, ones which are seemingly 
too difficult.  SCCS has based its 
recommendation on what we believe will 
achieve the 1.5C outcome needed. 
 

Will my e-action or 
postcard make a 
difference?  

It’ll only take two minutes and 
reverberate very loudly with politicians 
and governments who pay close 
attention to public sentiment. It’ll be 
your good green deed for the day!  

Politicians and governments pay attention to 
public sentiment, therefore the more 
responses the more they’ll sit up and take 
notice. For this particular campaign, the 
Scottish Government is asking the public for 
their views. If we can get thousands of people 
to call for a strong bill they will surely take 
notice.   

 
‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has.’ Margaret Mead 
 
What have you got to lose? It’ll take two minutes 
and you’ll be doing your bit for people, planet and 
nature. 

 

Why do we need to act 
on climate change?  

Climate change poses a huge threat to 
people and planet. Global temperatures 
have been rising for over a century and 
the rate of change continues to 
accelerate. 2016 was the hottest year 
on record with an increase in extreme 
weather events, causing floods, famine 
and threatening people’s homes. The 
simple truth is the one that so many of 
us don't want to face, that the climate 
catastrophe is already upon us. We 
must act now or worse will follow.	
 
 

Global temperatures have been rising for over 
a century and the rate of change continues to 
accelerate. 2016 was the hottest year on 
record.  This is causing negative impacts such 
as the melting of Arctic sea-ice, prolonged 
heatwaves and rising sea levels. 
 
But warming doesn't just mean sunnier 
weather. As the temperature increases, so 
does evaporation from the ocean, producing 
more rainfall, more powerful storms and an 
increase in extreme weather events. 
 
2016 was the hottest year on record and a new 
high for the third year in a row according to the 
World Meteorology Office (WMO). It means 16 
of the 17 hottest years on record will have 
been this century.  

Climate change poses a huge threat to people and 
planet. 
 
Our society has adapted to the climate we have, 
concentrating our populations where the water 
and food supplies are sufficient to sustain them. If 
that changes too quickly, the results can be 
devastating.	
	
Floods destroying crops becomes a famine. A 
drought means not enough clean water for 
sanitation, leading to epidemics of communicable 
diseases. Individual events can seem to be 
disconnected, but so many of them around the 
world are caused by the changing climate. 
 
The impact isn’t just limited to extreme events. On 
the island of Tuvalu in the Pacific Ocean, the slow 



 
Climate change is a global problem that needs 
all nations to act. To meet the UN Paris 
Agreement to limit the average global 
temperature rise to 1.5C, the current actions 
pledged by nations are not enough. Every 
nation, including Scotland, must increase the 
speed and depth of their emissions reduction, 
accompanied by the policies and funding to do 
so. 

creep of sea level rise is already having an impact. 
The highest of tides now reach far inland, and 
water coming through the porous coral rock floods 
the airport and other low lying areas. The very 
land the people live on is being slowly consumed 
by the rising sea. The WHO estimates the 
between 2030 and 2050 climate change will claim 
250,000 a year due to malnutrition, heat stress 
and diarrhoea.  
	
The simple truth is the one that so many of us 
don't want to face, that the climate catastrophe is 
already upon us. We must act now or worse will 
follow.	
	

But hasn’t the climate 
been warmer in the 
past? 

The climate changes slowly and always 
has done, but that’s not what’s 
happening here. This is a sudden and 
dramatic rise in temperatures across 
the planet, driven by the massive 
increase in carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases entering the 
atmosphere due to human activity. 
What will our legacy be? Do we ruin the 
world we inherited from our ancestors 
or do we care for the world we borrow 
from our children? 

The climate changes slowly and always has 
done. As the Earth’s axial tilt changes or the 
shifting tectonic plates alter the ocean’s 
circulation patterns, or there’s an increase in 
volcanism, or any one of a number of factors 
change, the balance in the atmosphere has 
shifted in response, changing weather patterns 
and altering the climate. 
 
But that’s not what’s happening here. This isn’t 
a slow, gradual change; this is a sudden and 
dramatic rise in temperatures across the 
planet, driven by a single factor, the massive 
increase in carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases entering the atmosphere 
due to human activity. The rate of change is 
unprecedented outside of a catastrophic 
geological event, such as an erupting 
supervolcano or asteroid impact. 
 
It’s not how hot or cold it’s getting, it’s the rate 
of change that matters. The faster it changes, 
the more the cost, in money, resources and 
human lives, of adaptation. 
 

It has, but we don’t live in the past and our society 
has adapted to the current climate. That it was 
once colder or hotter, wetter or drier or any other 
different condition isn’t the issue. The issue is 
what shall be our legacy? Do we ruin the world we 
inherited from our ancestors or do we care for the 
world we borrow from our children? The time has 
come to make that decision. 
 
 



What will happen if we 
don’t act on climate 
change? 

Extreme weather events like droughts 
will become more frequent and 
unpredictable. Society's infrastructure 
matches our current climate, but will 
increasingly be tested and found 
wanting. What happens when whole 
regions become uninhabitable? How do 
you relocate and entire city because it 
now sits on a flood plane?  As 
resources become stretched and 
restricted what will happen to our 
humanity and compassion for one 
another? We've had war for oil, are you 
ready for war for water? 

Even a small shift in weather patterns can 
have a substantial social, economic and 
environmental impact.  
 
Extreme weather events like droughts are 
becoming more frequent and unpredictable. 
The prospect of more people driven from their 
homes by famine and war can only inflame the 
situation.  
 
Society's infrastructure tends to only match the 
conditions we expect it to deal with – we don't 
build earthquake resistant buildings in the UK 
and Mexico tends not to build tall, sloping roofs 
to stop snow building up on them as they do in 
much of Europe. But as extreme weather 
events increase in regularity our infrastructure 
will be tested like never before, and much of it 
is already being found to be wanting. 
 

What happens when whole regions become 
uninhabitable? How do you relocate and entire city 
because it now sits on a flood plane?  If the Gulf 
Stream slows down, much of northwest Europe 
would become uninhabitable in the winter, and 
when an entire people can’t live on their land 
anymore, they become climate refugees.  
 
A single river can provide water across many 
countries, but what happens when drought 
becomes commonplace? What happens when the 
only way for a country to provide enough drinking 
water for its people is to dam the river and deny 
water to the countries downstream? How will your 
neighbours react? Will they go to war? 

“What if it’s a big hoax 
and we create a better 
world for nothing?” 

A low-carbon economy will deliver 
many benefits beyond cutting our 
greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
reduced fuel poverty, cleaner air, 
thousands of jobs and improved health, 
not to mention safeguarding our 
extraordinary and diverse wildlife, with 
whom we share the planet.  

A low-carbon economy will deliver many 
benefits beyond cutting our greenhouse gas 
emissions, such as reduced fuel poverty, 
cleaner air, thousands of jobs and improved 
health.  
 
In France, a combination of energy efficiency 
funding and regulation has reduced energy 
consumption in homes, helping tackle fuel 
poverty by insulated 7million homes, resulting 
in warmer, drier homes and cheaper electricity 
bills	
	
In Germany, the Passivhaus building standard 
has produced homes so well insulated that 
heating is hardly even required – the house’s 
electrical appliances produce radiate enough 
heat themselves to keep the house warm. 
Think how much that could save the average 
household in energy bills. 
 
 

Since the last Scottish Climate Act in 2009, more 
of our electricity comes from renewable sources- 
59% of our electricity now comes from 
renewables. There are now over 21,000 new, full 
time jobs in the renewable sector in Scotland, and 
moving to a zero carbon economy is expected to 
create over 60,000 jobs across the country by 
2020. 

A cleaner and healthier environment. Greatly 
reduced pollution in the water and air. Less impact 
on biodiversity. Energy security. With these and 
other benefits, acting on climate change becomes 
something desirable to work for, something we’re 
unwilling to ignore and something we’re motivated 
to achieve. 



What does agriculture 
have to do with climate 
change?  

Farming is responsible for almost 25% 
of Scotland’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. A key way to cut the 
powerful ghg nitrous oxide is for all 
farmers to use nitrogen fertiliser more 
efficiently. A Nitrogen Budget for 
Scotland would encourage a more 
efficient use of fertiliser, save farmers 
money and improve the countryside for 
wildlife. Sustainable farming can areas 
also help us in other ways, by 
providing; more wildlife, better health, 
clean rivers and seas, accessible food 
with dignity. 
 
 

Farming is responsible for almost 25% of 
Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
Worldwide the agricultural industry is thought 
to produce around one third of all greenhouse 
gas emissions. Estimates vary but around one 
third to a half of all food produced around the 
world ends up being wasted, either during 
processing or by consumers who simply throw 
food away. This means as much as 16% of our 
greenhouse gas emissions are produced by 
food that is ultimately wasted. With our food 
sourced from around the world, we are all 
responsible for this.  
 
A key way to cut the powerful ghg nitrous 
oxide is for all farmers to use nitrogen fertiliser 
more efficiently. A basic soil test and a carbon 
audit are fundamental to planning how much 
fertiliser to spread and to reducing surplus and 
wasting resources. A switch to spreading 
composts, manures and slurries as fertiliser 
would prevent the need for manufacturing 
high-carbon chemical fertiliser.  
 
 
A Nitrogen Budget for Scotland would 
encourage this move to a more efficient use of 
fertiliser, save farmers money and improve the 
countryside for wildlife. It would also help cut 
the greenhouse gases emitted when fertilisers 
are manufactured, and when food and other 
organic materials are wasted. 
 
   
 
 
 

Scotland’s farming is a major source of 
greenhouse gases. Helping farmers to be more 
efficient and use less chemical fertiliser is a key 
way to cut emissions, as is recycling of waste 
food. It will also help farmers save money and 
make the countryside better for wildlife. 	
 
Where waste occurs, we need to collect it and 
compost it – its nutrients are too valuable a 
resource to dump into landfill.		
	
Sustainable farming can areas also help us in 
other ways, by providing; more wildlife, better 
health, clean rivers and seas, accessible food with 
dignity. We need to ask ourselves what role we 
want food to play in our economy. Is it simply a 
commodity, or do we want to live in a world where 
food is a vehicle for hospitality, conviviality, and for 
the appreciation and enjoyment of our amazing 
planet?  
 
	

Why are we focusing on 
energy efficiency? 
 

Heating for our homes is a big user of 
energy and proportion of our emissions 
in Scotland.  Energy efficiency makes 
the essentials affordable for some of 
the poorest in our neighbourhoods, 

Increasing our energy efficiency reduces our 
consumption of energy, allowing a faster 
transition to renewable energy resources. 
 
Heating for our homes is a big user of energy 

In Scotland we use a lot of energy to heat our 
homes. Insulating them and making boilers more 
energy efficient will help us cut emissions but also 
make us more comfortable and save money. 
 



improving living conditions; ensuring 
good health and financial stability.  That 
is why we want all homes to be 
insulated and have energy efficiency 
measures installed to give each house 
an Energy Performance Certificate 
rating of C by 2025. 
 

and proportion of our emissions in Scotland. 
That is why we want all homes to be insulated 
and have energy efficiency measures installed 
to give each house an Energy Performance 
Certificate rating of C by 2025. 
 
 
 

Energy efficiency makes the essentials affordable 
for some of the poorest in our neighbourhoods. 
Pensioners and children, vulnerable to the cold, 
need not have to suffer in winter because their 
homes are so poorly insulated. 
 
Energy efficiency improves living conditions; 
ensures good health and financial stability.  
 

How will improving 
transport make a 
difference?   

Transport is the biggest source of ghg 
emissions in Scotland. Almost a quarter 
of all our greenhouse gas emissions 
come from transport, with about two 
thirds of that coming from road users. 
Currently in Scotland an estimated 
2,000 premature deaths are related to 
air pollution levels each year. Electric 
Vehicles are serious alternative along 
with public transport and investment in 
active travel. SCCS wants the 
Government to show leadership and 
drive the change by targeting an end to 
the sale of new petrol and diesel 
vehicles by 2030. 
 
 

Transport is the biggest source of ghg 
emissions in Scotland. Almost a quarter of all 
our greenhouse gas emissions come from 
transport, with about two thirds of that coming 
from road users.  
 
Transport emissions are at virtually the same 
levels as 25 years ago despite technology 
advances and the health benefits that can be 
had if there is a switch from using fossil fuels. 
Electric Vehicles are serious alternative along 
with public transport and investment in active 
travel. SCCS wants the Government to show 
leadership and drive the change by targeting 
an end to the sale of new petrol and diesel 
vehicles by 2030. 
 
Our European neighbours are already seeing 
the health benefits of transport policies 
designed to cut emissions, increase 
infrastructure for cycling and improve public 
transport. Active transport (walking and 
cycling) when combined with a robust and 
efficient public transport system has proven 
itself to be popular with the general public and 
has demonstrated a range of health benefits 
thanks to reduced pollution and opportunities 
to take regular exercise as part of a daily 
commute.   
 

“A developed country is not a place where the 
poor have cars. It's where the rich use public 
transportation.” – Gustavo Petro. 
 
Currently in Scotland an estimated 2,000 
premature deaths are related to air pollution levels 
each year. People are being robbed of months, 
even years of their lives by the emissions of our 
road vehicles.  A faster than planned switch to 
electric vehicles will give all of us cleaner air to 
breath, cutting down on respiratory problems 
across the country as well as saving drivers 
money on running costs and cutting CO2 
emissions.  
 
 
	

	


